An assessment of obstetric services in Mississippi.
Seven hundred and six (80.6% response rate) obstetricians, family physicians, and general practitioners responded to a survey designed to elicit information regarding their obstetric practice. Results of the study were compared to a similar survey conducted in 1985. The proportion of obstetricians offering obstetric care has remained relatively constant since 1985. Among family physicians and general practitioners, however, there was a significant decrease in the proportion who practice obstetrics (p < .01), and a significant increase in the proportion who have discontinued obstetric practice in the last five years (p < .01) and who plan to discontinue obstetric care in the next five years (p < .05). Consistent with the 1985 data, cost of malpractice insurance, threat of litigation, and time demand were the three most frequently reasons for discontinuing obstetric care. Without changes in the current system, the provision of obstetric care in rural areas will continue its current dramatic decline.